






“This supreme effort is a challenge 

for our generation. It cannot be 

passed on to the next. The effort 

must be resolutely undertaken without 

delay, and significant redirection must 

be achieved during this decade.”
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• The planet is facing a deep systems crisis, rooted in a 
number of interconnected global challenges. 

• climate change, biodiversity loss and deforestation are 
contributing drivers behind pandemics, interacting with 
high levels of global travel, trade and high-density living.



1. COVID-19 shows that overnight transformational change is possible and highlights the importance of resilience 
to a multitude of convergent shocks across our health, economic and finance systems

2. Technology, governance and socioeconomic systems are currently mutating to respond to the crisis. Falling back 
to 20th century models of growth, planetary destruction and inequality is not an option. Europe should face 
this moment as an opportunity for deeper systemic change, innovation and renewal.

3. COVID-19 EXIT requires fast and strong responses to save as many lives as possible and address the devastating 
impacts on peoples’ livelihoods and security

4. COVID-19 RECOVERY must not give up EGD, Climate objectives, SDG’s and instead work towards the transition 
to resilient, low-carbon economies and nature-rich societies to reach a higher level of economic, social, 
environmental and institutional sustainability:

• investing in renewable energy instead of fossil fuels
• investing in nature and reforestation
• investing in sustainable food systems and regenerative agriculture
• shifting to a more local, circular and low carbon economy

5. People, Planet and Prosperity must be at the center of this deep transformation



A Finer Future, Creating an economy in service to life, A report to the 

Club of Rome 2018 – L. Hunter Lovins, Stewart Wallis, Anders 

Wijkman, John Fullerton
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Mark Carney, Governor of the Bank of England warns that companies and industries which 

aren’t aiming for net-zero emissions will go bankrupt.



ESIR DGR&I Recovery:
Protect-Prepare-Transform 

Europe

Europe needs to play a 
central role in changing our 
systems to ensure greater 
resilience by design, not by 
disaster. Research and 
innovation is essential part 
of COVID19 EU response: 

• PROTECT People-Planet-
Prosperity

• PREPARE better for the next 
crises

• TRANSFORM Society, 
economy and regenerate 
the planet
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